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Fake Covid-19 certificates hit airlines
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Geneva : Airlines are battling a scourge of passengers travelling with falsified
Covid-19 health certificates. The documents are often the Covid-19 test results
required by many countries on arrival.

The International Air Transport Association industry body said it has tracked fake
certificates in multiple countries, from France to Brazil, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan.

Border control authorities and police forces have also reported arrests of people
selling documents in the UK, Spain, Indonesia and Zimbabwe, among others.

The problem is hitting international flights more than domestic ones, which
typically do not require certification at the moment.

Airlines that are more dependent on cross-border travel, particularly those
operating in Europe, are growing increasingly alarmed as they look to the summer,
when they still hope demand will start to return.

The proliferation of fake health certificates is exposing a logistical blind spot, as
airlines rush to navigate post-pandemic travel standards and retool their systems to
ease compliance-and spur demand.

Airlines said their staff are not equipped to handle and police all the new health
certifications needed and worry the problem will be exacerbated when some
countries also start to ask for vaccination certificates.

At Brussels Airlines, staff have shared certificates that they have come across -


https://www.bangladeshmonitor.com.bd/

including one from an incident in late June - to stay abreast of the techniques
fraudsters are using.



