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Desert beats, Dhaka dreams: Riyadh’s Soundstorm
music fest could be Bangladesh’s next global gateway

- A Monitor Desk Report Date: 05 November, 2025

When the golden dunes outside Riyadh start pulsing to global beats this
December, it will not just be another concert weekend — it will be a
statement of how far the Middle East’s music scene has come, and how
deeply it is connecting with South Asia.

From December 11 to 13,  Saudi’s  capital  will  host  MDLBEAST’s
Soundstorm 2025, one of the world’s most ambitious music festivals —
often dubbed the “Coachella of the East”. Over three days, the desert
will transform into a sprawling playground of sound and light, featuring
four themed districts,  fourteen monumental  stages,  and hundreds of
international and regional artists performing for tens of thousands of
fans from around the globe.

Headliners such as Post Malone, Cardi B, Halsey, Pitbull, Benson Boone,
and Calvin Harris will join emerging and regional talents, cementing
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Soundstorm’s status as the Middle East’s biggest cultural phenomenon.

MDLBEAST is the largest music and art event in Saudi -- Source: visitsaudi

What began less than a decade ago as a bold Saudi  experiment to
showcase  regional  creativity  has  evolved  into  a  global  platform for
artistic exchange. For Bangladesh and its growing community of music
lovers, Soundstorm symbolizes a new rhythm in the region’s cultural
story — a bridge between Middle Eastern ambition and South Asian
creativity.

Beyond the beats, Soundstorm reflects a changing Saudi — modern,
youthful, and open to the world. It stands as a cultural milestone in the
Saudi’s  transformation  journey,  blending  music,  technology,  and
architecture into one immersive experience that celebrates the spirit of
a new era.”



Soundstrom Riyadh Entertainment Dec 11-13 -- Source: visitsaudi.com

New gateway for South Asian artists

Perhaps  the  most  exciting  opportunity  lies  in  what  Soundstorm
represents for Bangladeshi and South Asian artists. The festival’s parent
company, MDLBEAST, has been expanding its creative ecosystem —
organizing the XP Music  Futures  conference,  talent  incubators,  and
collaboration  programs  that  connect  regional  musicians  with
international  producers  and  booking  agents.

South  Asian  artists  have  already  begun  appearing  on  smaller
Soundstorm stages, and more are expected in the coming years. For
Bangladeshi DJs, electronic producers, and indie performers — from the
vibrant scenes of Dhaka, Chattogram, and Sylhet — this could be a
gateway to the global festival circuit.



With  Bangladesh’s  youth-driven  music  scene  thriving  —  from Coke
Studio Bangla to underground electronic collectives — the timing could
not be better. Participation in events like Soundstorm could elevate local
talent onto international stages, while introducing global audiences to
Bangladesh’s distinct rhythms and storytelling traditions.

MDLBEAST

Celebration for Bangladeshi diaspora

Soundstorm  2025  carries  special  significance  for  the  3  million
Bangladeshis that live and work in Saudi. It is not only a world-class
entertainment event but a moment of belonging — a rare chance for the
Bangladeshi diaspora to gather, celebrate, and connect beyond work
and routine life.



In cities like Riyadh, Jeddah, and Dammam, the Bangladeshi community
forms  a  vital  part  of  the  Saudi’s  social  and  economic  fabric.  Yet
opportunities  for  cultural  recreation  and  artistic  exchange  have
traditionally  been  limited.  Soundstorm changes  that.

For expatriate families, the festival is becoming more than just a party;
it  is  a  shared cultural  experience  that  brings  together  people  from
across nationalities, professions, and generations.

For Bangladeshi travelers, the festival also opens a new travel corridor
— a six-hour flight from Dhaka to Riyadh — leading to a destination that
now offers both modern excitement and deep-rooted tradition.

Ticket options range from the STORM all-access pass to the luxury VIB
Experience, while travel bundles combine festival entry with curated
tours, heritage experiences, and Red Sea excursions.



Balad beast Jeddah Jan 30-31, 2026 -- Source: visitsaudi

For first-time visitors,  Soundstorm is more than a concert — it  is a
gateway to discovering the contemporary Middle East,  where desert
landscapes meet digital art, and tradition dances with technology.

Beat goes global

As  the  countdown  to  December  begins,  excitement  is  building.
MDLBEAST’s digital platforms are alive with teasers, behind-the-scenes
previews, and fan-generated content from across the world.

Soundstorm  2025  is  poised  to  break  attendance  records,  redefine
festival  culture  in  the  region,  and strengthen its  role  as  a  creative
crossroads for East and West.

For Bangladesh, this moment offers both inspiration and invitation — to



join, collaborate, and amplify its own voice on the global stage. The
rhythm of Riyadh may be born in the desert, but its echoes are reaching
Dhaka — calling artists, dreamers, and audiences to connect through
sound.

In  the  end,  Soundstorm is  not  just  a  Saudi  story  — it  is  a  shared
symphony of cultures, and Bangladesh has every reason to be part of the
chorus.

You can reserve your tickets and learn more about upcoming events
through the official MDLBEAST website.


