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16 flights to Delhi diverted amid rain, lightning

- A Monitor Desk Report Date: 28 November, 2023

New Delhi: At least 16 flights were diverted from Delhi to Jaipur,
Lucknow,  Amritsar,  and  Ahmedabad  after  operations  at  the
capital's  airport  were  impacted  because  of  heavy  rain  and
lightning,  an  official  of  Delhi's  Indira  Gandhi  International
Airport  said.

Of the 16 flights diverted, 10 were rerouted to Jaipur, 3 to Lucknow, 2 to
Amritsar, and 1 to Ahmedabad.

Read More: Abu Dhabi int'l Airport will close 2023 with 22m passengers

A Vistara flight from Guwahati to Delhi, UK742, was diverted to Jaipur
due to  bad weather and air  traffic  congestion at  the Indira Gandhi
International airport, news agency ANI reported.

Another Vistara flight from Kolkata to Delhi, UK 778, had also been
diverted to Lucknow earlier in the day due to air traffic congestion at
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Delhi airport, the report said.

IndiGo also issued a "travel advisory" and said flight operations in Delhi
had been affected by heavy rain. 

A similar post was put up by SpiceJet, which warned that all arrivals and
departures at Delhi airport may be affected.

Residents of  Delhi,  meanwhile,  hoped that  the showers would bring
down high pollution levels.

The city's air quality was nearing the severe category this morning with
calm winds  and  cloudy  conditions  trapping  pollutants,  according  to
monitoring agencies.

The regional weather office had forecast light rain in a few areas in
Delhi and surrounding regions.

India Meteorological Department (IMD) scientist RK Jenamani said the
clouds over Delhi will persist till tomorrow, according to news agency
PTI. The western disturbance created due to intense circulation over
central Pakistan led to the cloud formation over Delhi, he said.

The minimum temperature was recorded at 13.4 degrees Celsius, three
notches above the season's average.

The day began with a windy morning and a forecast for a cloudy sky
with light rain. The relative humidity at 8.30 am stood at 97 per cent.
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