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Bomb threats reported on 50 flights Tuesday

- A Monitor Desk Report Date: 23 October, 2024

New Delhi: As many as 50 domestic and international flights operated
by Indian airlines received bomb threats from Monday night to Tuesday
(Oct 21-22) evening, according to aviation sources.

Airline  officials  report  a  shift  in  the  pattern  of  threats,  as  various
handles  were  targeting  different  airlines  over  the  past  few  days.
Previously, the “same handle” would issue multiple threats to several
airlines, but now distinct handles are sending threats to a variety of
carriers.

The government has claimed that it  was taking measures to impose
strict penalties on those responsible for these threats.

Major Indian airlines, including IndiGo, Vistara, and Akasa Air, reported
bomb threats for both their international and domestic flights during
this period.
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According  to  a  statement  from  IndiGo,  the  airlines  received  11
additional  bomb  threats  by  Tuesday  evening,  following  10  threats
reported on Monday.

In its press release, IndiGo announced that it received security-related
alerts on nearly 11 flights, including flight 6E 196 (from Bengaluru to
Lucknow), 6E 433 (from Aizawl to Kolkata), 6E 455 (from Kolkata to
Bengaluru), 6E 17 (from Mumbai to Istanbul), 6E 394 (from Kolkata to
Jaipur), 6E 318 (from Kolkata to Ahmedabad), 6E 297 (from Hyderabad
to  Jodhpur),  6E 399 (from Lucknow to  Goa),  6E 381 (from Goa to
Ahmedabad), 6E 403 (from Pune to Dehradun), and 6E 419 (from Surat
to Goa).

Akasa Air also confirmed that it received security threats and stated that
it has been following safety procedures to ensure passenger safety and
comfort.

An Akasa  Air  spokesperson said,  "Some of  our  flights  operating on
October 22, 2024, have received security alerts today. The Akasa Air
Emergency Response teams are monitoring the situation and are in
touch with the security and regulatory authorities. We are following all
safety and security procedures in coordination with local authorities and
the Akasa Air teams on ground are prepared to assist passengers to
ensure their safety and comfort."

A  bomb  warning  was  issued  for  a  Vistara  flight  that  landed  in
Kathmandu, Nepal, from Delhi .

Jaynarayan Acharya, Chief District Officer of Sunsari district, confirmed
that the Nepal Army bomb disposal team has been sent to the airport for
a complete inspection.

"The Nepal Army bomb disposal team has been sent to the airport for
complete inspection," he said.

Earlier on Monday, Civil  Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu stated
that the ministry has ordered additional checks at airports to ensure
passenger safety without causing further inconvenience.

He noted that a private network was used to post the bomb threats on
social media, and agencies supervised by the Ministry of Home Affairs
are working to identify those responsible.



The minister indicated that the perpetrators would be placed on a no-fly
list.

The Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) is in continuous contact
with the Ministry of Home Affairs regarding the situation surrounding
the bomb threats to flights.
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