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Phl to organise first ever UN tourism Gastronomy
forum

- A Monitor Desk Report Date: 11 June, 2024

Manila: UN Tourism is organising its first-ever UN Tourism Regional
Forum on Gastronomy Tourism for Asia and the Pacific from June 26 to
27 in Cebu, the Philippines.

Hosted by the Philippines through its Department of Tourism (DoT), the
forum will be held at Shangri-La Mactan in Cebu City from June 26 to
27, alongside the 36th UN Tourism Joint Commission Meeting for East
Asia and the Pacific and Commission for South Asia which is scheduled
on June 28 at Sheraton Mactan.

Expecting to gather some 300 attendees including ministers from UN
member-states,  affiliate  members,  and  tourism  stakeholders  from
international  organisations,  the  day-long  forum  will  see  delegates
discuss the policy framework for the development and promotion of
gastronomy  tourism,  value  of  land  and  products  in  the  sustainable
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development of gastronomy tourism, cost-effective and environmentally
responsible  strategies  for  reducing  food  waste  and  promoting  local
sourcing, as well as best practices in gastronomy tourism in the Asia-
Pacific region. 

They will also be able to sample the best of Philippine flavours through a
showcase by top Filipino chefs, and get a glimpse of Cebu’s allure as a
top tourist destination through a technical tour on June 27.

Christina Garcia Frasco, tourism secretary and chair of the UN Tourism
Commission for East Asia and the Pacific,  shared that the country’s
hosting was a perfect opportunity for the Philippines to showcase its
culinary treasures on a global stage. She noted that Filipino dishes have
gained popularity around the world, which encouraged DoT to further
promote culinary tourism, recognising the country’s vast potential as a
leading gastronomy destination in Asia.

She said: “In addition to integrating food in festivals, arts and crafts,
traditions, and practices, we are actively working towards supporting
the development of halal/Muslim-friendly tourism, heritage villages for
cultural communities, and the preservation of farms and heritage sites.

“The Philippines has a myriad of experiences in store for our delegates
to offer tourists coming from around the world. Experiencing our food is
on top of that list as it is rooted in our history and tradition. Just as the
Philippines is a blend of various cultures, Filipino food mixes and melds
different influences to come up with something for everyone.”

It’s a big year for this stunning destination as it prepares to play host to
the World Travel awards Asia & Oceania Gala Ceremony on the 3rd
September in Manila.
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