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Taif: Saudi’s highland sanctuary and the timeless city
of roses

- A Monitor Desk Report Date: 22 January, 2026

Perched high in the mountains of western Saudi, Taif continues to shine
as one of the Kingdom’s most refreshing escapes — a destination where
cool weather, rose-scented breezes, and a serene highland atmosphere
redefine the meaning of summer travel. For Bangladeshi tourists
seeking nature, culture, and a gentle climatic break, Taif offers a
distinct experience shaped by its ancient heritage and modern leisure
appeal. Particularly appealing to travellers who prefer less-travelled
destinations and enjoy venturing beyond the main cities to uncover
Saudi’s hidden gems, Taif stands apart with its tranquil mountain
viewpoints, fragrant rose fields, family-friendly attractions, and rich
Islamic history. Known globally as the “City of Roses,” it invites visitors
into a slower, more immersive side of the Kingdom


https://www.bangladeshmonitor.com.bd/

Effortless access from Riyadh and Jeddah

Reaching Taif is remarkably convenient. From Riyadh, a short domestic
flight of around 90 minutes lands visitors directly at Taif International
Airport. Overland travel is also possible, offering a scenic eight-hour
drive through changing landscapes. From Jeddah, Taif is just a 2.5-3-
hour journey by car, climbing the spectacular Al Hada Mountain Road —
one of the Kingdom’s most iconic routes, known for its sweeping curves
and elevated viewpoints. Budget-conscious travellers can also choose
public buses operating regularly between the two cities.



Al-Hada Mountain in Taif-(visitsaudi.com)

A highland city defined by roses and mountain air

The soul of Taif lies in its signature Damask roses, cultivated for
centuries on its cool, terraced farms. Each spring, millions of hand-
picked petals are distilled into premium rosewater and perfume oils,
making factory visits both aromatic and educational. These famed rose
farms offer a signature experience for all ages. Visitors can witness the
journey from handpicked petals to exquisite perfume oils, making the
visit both educational for children and enriching for adults who
appreciate heritage craftsmanship.

Beyond the floral charm, Taif’s elevated climate — significantly cooler
than central and coastal Saudi — creates an ideal summer atmosphere
for those seeking relief from the heat.



Ali Tbn Abi Talib Mosque (Visitsaudi.)
Al Hada mountain & highland adventures

Taif’s high-altitude charm creates an environment where families, youth,
and leisure seekers all find something special. Particularly, Al Hada
Mountain stands as one of Taif’s most compelling natural landmarks,
offering a perfect blend of adventure and relaxation for visitors of all
ages.

Travellers glide above dramatic cliffs on one of the region’s longest
cable-car routes, enjoying cool mountain breezes and sweeping highland
panoramas. The ride descends to the lively Al Kar Tourist Village, where
water attractions, outdoor activities, fun rides, and a popular toboggan
slide create an ideal full-day escape for families and youth. This entire
zone beautifully reflects Taif’s refreshing mountain spirit and its unique



balance of scenic beauty and leisure.

Arruddaf Park-Taif (Visitsaudicom)

Nature trails and scenic hangouts

With its cooler climate, Taif has become a favourite destination for
younger travellers seeking outdoor leisure. Light trekking routes around
Wadi Mitna and other valleys offer peaceful nature escapes perfect for
photography or quiet reflection. Meanwhile, AlIRuddaf Park—with its
dancing fountains and open green spaces—creates a relaxed setting for
evening strolls and gatherings.

For a more traditional ambiance, Old Taif provides a gentle cultural
walk-through historic buildings, local markets, and street foods.
Families and youth alike enjoy browsing rose-based products, fresh



honey, and the region’s seasonal fruits.

Stylish cafés perched along mountain edges have become social
hotspots, serving rose lattes and offering panoramic views ideal for
content creation. Along the Al Hada Road, sunset viewpoints draw
young visitors who gather for golden-hour moments against the
highland backdrop.

A city rooted in early Islamic history

Taif holds a meaningful place in the hearts of Muslim travellers. During
the early years of Islam, the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
visited Taif seeking support for his message. Although initially met with
rejection, his unmatched patience and prayer for the future guidance of
its people became one of history’s most profound lessons in mercy. In



the years that followed, the people of Taif embraced Islam, becoming
closely integrated with the emerging Muslim community.

Today, visitors often include stops at Masjid Addas, linked to the story of
the young servant who embraced Islam after meeting the Prophet, and
Masjid Abdullah ibn Abbas, honouring one of Islam’s foremost scholars.
Nearby lies Qarn al-Manazil, one of the essential migat points for
entering IThram — reinforcing Taif’s role as a spiritual and geographic
gateway for pilgrims.

Why Taif belongs on every Bangladeshi traveler’s 2026 list

With its cool climate, mountain scenery, world-famous roses, easy
accessibility, and strong cultural identity, Taif stands as one of Saudi’s
most distinctive summer destinations. It is a place where families
unwind, youth explore freely, and Muslim travelers connect with
meaningful history. Whether it’s cable-car adventures, rose-scented
mornings, or peaceful evenings in the highlands, Taif promises an
experience that is refreshing, meaningful, and unforgettable.

More information, one can visit: https://www.visitsaudi.com/en/taif
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