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Thailand sees tourism boom with 1.75m visitors in
November 2022
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Bangkok : One of Asia's most popular travel destinations, Thailand is
embracing a much-needed tourism boom, with 1.75 million visitors in
November, 2022 quadruple the number received for the whole of 2021
when flights and foreign arrivals were limited by the pandemic.

Thailand removed the last vestige of its tight Covid-19 entry policies in
July to revive its collapsed tourism sector and since September, and
arrivals from Russia have grown at a faster rate monthly than any other
country,  including those rising from low bases,  according to official
data.

Thailand is receiving an influx of Russian visitors, with data showing
monthly arrivals doubling in November and up nearly seven times than
September, far outpacing rises from other countries in the run-up to
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peak travel season.

Russia was Thailand's seventh-largest tourism market in 2019, before
the  pandemic,  at  1.48  million  visitors,  but  on  a  monthly  basis  in
November,  it  was  third  behind  Malaysia  and  India,  with  108,985
arrivals, up from 44,314 in October and 15,900 in September.

By comparison, arrivals from Malaysia fell steadily from September's
332,493  to  258,873  by  November  and  visitors  from  India  grew
incrementally each month from 116,386 in September to 145,628 in
November.

Russian arrivals  in November represented about 60 per cent of  the
number who visited in the same month in 2019.

A top destination for Russians is Phuket, where they account for about a
quarter of the island's visitors, helped by direct flights to there and
Bangkok,  according to  Yuthasak Supasorn,  governor  of  the  Tourism
Authority of Thailand (TAT).

Overall arrival numbers exceeded 11.5 million by year-end, according to
the TAT, just over a quarter of the record of nearly 40 million in 2019,
who spent about THB 1.91 trillion (USD 55.17 billion).


